7O                           KEIR  HARDIE
This was not a Marxian view. Neither at
that time nor at any time was Hardie in full
sympathy with the doctrines of the Communist
Manifesto and Das KapitaL He was not, indeed,
more than casually acquainted with them. He
did not like the expression ce class war." " Social-
ism/* he said, " makes war upon a system, not
upon a class." He was no believer in the neces-
sity for violent revolution.
" No revolution can succeed which has not
public opinion behind it, and when that opinion
ripens, it, as we have seen over and over again,
breaks down even the walls of self-interest.5*
If, however, self-interest did not submit when
Socialists, having placed a clear issue before the
electors, secured control of the Government
of the country, he saw that they must be dealt
with as treasonable insurgents. And Hardie
was sometimes of opinion that this was likely to
happen.
" The property owners will probably try to
rebel, in which case they "Will be treated as
rebels always have been."
So there was not a vast difference between
Hardie's view that violence would probably
have to be used and Marx's belief that it must
be. Indeed^ so pronounced a Marxian as Moritz
Beer, who wrote the History of British Socialism,
said that